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Rosie, My Hero 
It was a nice vacation, right up to the time the fireworks 
started going off.  Only hours before, we arrived at the 
lodge in the piney woods area of Bastrop, Texas to attend a 

reunion of sorts.  That evening I put Jet on his leash and we walked to the gated 
pool area.  Shortly thereafter, fireworks began and Jet became intensely startled.  
He got away as someone entered the pool area.  I chased him as far as I could, to 
no avail...he was scared and he was running fast.  My dog was gone.  But this 
story is not about Jet...it is about my newfound hero, Rosie and her handler Karen. 
 
For hours, I searched for Jet...without success.  It was a terrible night as the area 
was densely wooded with only a few houses.  One huge concern was that he had 
on his collar and leash and he could easily have been tangled in some low hanging 
branches or shrubbery.  In desperation, I made several calls that night.  One was 
to Charlene to ask for suggestions on trackers in the area.  Charlene recommended 
Karen and Rosie.  
 
I called Karen at about 5am on Sunday morning, July 1, 2007.  Karen said she would bring Rosie and they 
would do their best to find Jet.  Within an hour Karen and Rosie were ready to track.   
Karen did all the regular tracking preparations...but this track immediately began different..   
 
Karen gave Rosie the ‘sniff’ command on Jet’s towel.  She started on concrete (which is where I last saw Jet).  
Rosie seemed unaffected by the unusual start and off she went….she tracked down the concrete and over a 
rocky driveway then across the street on asphalt and onto a grassy area ...she followed this for about another 
40+ yards and made a right turn onto a long dirt road.  Rosie took us all the way down to the end of the road.  
She stopped at the fence-line and looked back as to say, “we’re here.”  At that point neither Karen nor I were 
sure if we should cross the fence with Rosie, or if we had gotten off track.  If Rosie could have talked, I’m 
sure she would have said, “come on.”  Instead, we decided to call it a day.  The morning provided us with 
incredible Texas summer heat, and Rosie had worked hard.  I left, thinking Jet was lost, yet knowing Rosie 
(and Karen) did their best.   
 
Immediately, I decided to distribute fliers of Jet throughout the area.  While at the local grocery store, waiting 
to get copies made,  the cell phone rang; it was the owner of the lodge where we were staying  saying he got a 
call from a nearby family who had found a big, black dog in their backyard...with collar and leash.  I hurried 
back to the lodge to get directions to the house where [hopefully] Jet was. As the lodge owner was writing 
directions to the house, my jaw dropped in disbelief...it was exactly the route Rosie had taken us on the track-
ing journey~!   
 
Rosie had done her job with precision, skill and perfection.  Our lesson: Trust your dog.   

DFWTC is beginning its second year in existence on a good foot.  Fall classes are at 
capacity, Winter beginner classes are full, and we are well on our way to filling the 
Spring classes. 
 
More good news: Harris Methodist Hospital [HEB] has granted us permission to use 
their facility for DFWTC’s Variable Surface Tracking Dog Excellent match in Decem-
ber.  We will also be using the facility for the upcom-
ing seminar in March.  We now have the use of this 
area for all further trials and the AKC has approved 

this site for 8 VST tracks, that’s right a FULL Variable Surface Test!   
 
I would like to thank everyone for volunteering to assist with the upcom-
ing match/trial on October 28, 2007.  Unfortunately, we did not hear from 
the AKC in time for this to be a licensed trial, but we will submit this as 
our second sanctioned trial and that will satisfy the AKC requirements for 
the club to be approved for Licensed status.   
 
Additionally, I would like to extend a big ‘thanks’ to all members for 
pulling together the information for the AKC Acceleration program. 

 
Sincerely, 

Debra Lyons, DFWTC  President 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Schedule of Events 

 10/6/2007 - 11/24/2007 Tracking 
Classes held at DFW Airport 

 10/13/2007 DFWTC Meeting - Place: 
AA Credit Union 

 10//28/2007 Sanctioned Tracking Test 

 12/15/2007 DFWTC Meeting - Place: 
AA Credit Union 

 12/16/2007 VST/TDX Match 

 12/31/2007 DUES ARE DUE! 

 1/13/2008 TD Test 

 1/19/2008 - 3/15/2008 Tracking 
Classes held at DFW Airport 

 2/16/2008 DFWTC Meeting - Place: 
AA Credit Union 

 3/1/2008—3/2/2008 DFWTC Semi-
nar - Speaker: Carol Pernicka 
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Dogs in Focus:                     ‘FRITZ’ 

TRACKS 

NAME: Cara’s Frederic Chopin, better known as “Fritz” or “No!” or “Leave it!” or, in the case of husband Mark, 
“Fritz NOOOO!!!  Leave the remote @#$%^&*!”  
BREED: The common name for Fritz’s breed is Doberman Pinscher, although some other species may have made 
their way into his pedigree, such as goat (grass is a favorite snack), shark (he’s constantly moving and using his mouth 
to investigate everything), and hyena (he’ll eat anything, especially valued are scavenged items, and did I mention he 
uses his mouth on EVERYTHING).  
AGE: If we are talking about physical age, Fritz is 14 months old. (He was born on July 26, 2006.) If we are talking 
about maturity, I have not noticed any major changes since his fourth (talking months) Birthday. He’s a large baby. 

ZODIAC: Fritz is a Leo. According to Zodiac lore that means he should be dominant and powerful, yet loving and af-
fectionate, an “eternal child”. Napoleon was a Leo. Lucky me!  

GENDER: Male. Just double-checked to make sure… definitely male! All male!  
WEIGHT: I am happy to say that for the most part he is done growing. For a little while there I was concerned that he was part Great 
Dane. His current weight has stabilized around 85 lbs.  
HEIGHT: Fritz is a tall boy, measuring 29 inches in the withers. (I have an observation to share.  Measuring a dog, that is prancing around 
like a large, hyperactive pony, requires a lot of hot dogs.) 

FAMILY: Fritz’s proud “parents” are Natasha and Mark Decker. He’s an “only child”.  
HOME: Fritz lives with his human family in Flower Mound, TX. (Anyone interested in joining us for 
tracking in the Flower Mound, Lewisville, Coppell, Irving, H-E-B and surrounding areas, don’t hesitate to 
contact me. We track four to five times a week.) 

SPORTS: The human-imposed activities into which Fritz’s amble energy is channeled include tracking, 
agility, and obedience.  
DISLIKES: Nail clipping, having his temperature taken at the vet, having to stand still, naps, having to 
give up “off limits” objects such as the remote control.  
To contact Fritz, send an e-mail to his human, Natasha Decker, at natushka18@yahoo.com or call 972-
355-7972.  



DFW Tracking Club 
August 11, 2007 Meeting Minutes 

12:15 pm (Meeting called to order) 

In Attendance: Sarah Helber, Koni Vahdat, Charlene Dunn, Deb Lyons, Marian Beck-Edwards, Ronna Miller, Natasha Decker, 
Tracy Freeling, Cindi Todd, Cherita Sherrill, Karen Cook, Cindy Morrow, Monica Becherer. 
 
Charlene read the board meeting minutes and  minutes from June 17, 2007.  Cherita made a motion to accept the minutes as read 
and Karen seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
President’s Report:  President hopes there is no heat wave for the fall classes and hopes all goes well. 
 
Vice-President’s Report:  Not present—no report 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Read letter to be sent to AKC for Acceleration.  Fall classes are full and four beginner trackers are on the 
waiting list for Winter classes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer reports DFWTC’s balance as of August 10, 2007 is $4,443.23.  Expenses = 0 / Income = 
$145.00.  Karen made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Cherita seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Committees:  

 
Tracking Trial Committee:  Match will proceed as a Match, but will change pending AKC approval. 
 
Seminar Committee:  March 1 & 2, 2008.  Carol Pernicka will be the presenter.  Carol does not provide ‘audit’ slots.  
Club needs to set price to cover club’s costs.  Carol will be here Friday through Sunday.  Deb Lyons will rent classrooms 
at Harris Methodist Hospital [HEB] for the seminar.  Early bird price for attending the seminar will be $125 if paid before 
December 15, 2007.  Charlene will contact Carol to obtain more information.  Among the information needed is a cut-off 
time for information and cancellation notices. 

 
Old Business:  Budget was discussed.  Sarah created DFWTC’s tentative 2009 Forecast.  Discussion ensued.  By December 
2007, the Budget Committee will work on 2009 and 2010 budget.  Charlene made a motion.  Cherita seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
New Business:  A version of Quicken needs to be purchased for DFWTC’s financial recordkeeping.  Cost of  software should be 
limited to $150.  First Aid kit needs to be purchased by the club prior to the first test.  Deb made motion to pass.  Cindy M. sec-
onded.  Motion passed. 
DFWTC was contacted by the Springer Spaniel National Club to hire DFWTC members to be tracklayers for their National, Octo-
ber 25, 2008.  It was agreed DFWTC would lay tracks for their club.  Cherita made motion to pass.  Deb seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
New Members: Second reading for Natasha Decker, Tracy Freeling, and Cindi Todd.  Voted in unanimously.  First reading for 
Ronna Miller.   
 
New DFWTC Officers:  President: Deb Lyons, Vice President: Koni Vahdat, Treasurer: Charlene Dunn, Secretary: Cindy 
Morrow, Member-At-Large: Monica Becherer. 
 
Next meeting October 13 2007,  at AA Credit Union. 
 
Cherita made motion to adjourn.  Charlene seconded.  Motion passed.  
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM 
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August 2007 Meeting Minutes 

TRACKS 
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Camp Jigsaw! 

TRACKS 

Camp Jigsaw – Sullivan, MO – September 27-September 30, 2007.  DFW Tracking Club 
members head North-East for 4 days of Tracking fun! 
 
The alarm clock went off at 4:30 am, 5am wake-up call from Deb,  6am panic call from 
Cherita, by 7am, we were loading Cherita, 3 (or more!) bags, 1 dog, and crate into the al-
ready packed van..  By 7:30am, both Cindy and Koni had checked on us…  Were we out of the state yet? HA! We were going 20mph down 
121, stuck in the morning commute!   The 9.15 hour drive just turned into an 11.45 hour drive with us pulling into the motel parking lot at 
5:45pm, hungry, tired, but happy to be there (ok everyone but Charlie was…  he might have been talking to Sav the entire way… telling her 
how terrible travel was). 

Charlene, Shadow & Charlie Dunn with Cherita and Savannah Sherrill had arrived to spend the next 3 days 
at Camp Jigsaw (we’d have been the farthest commute, but we were out commuted by 2 Siberian Huskies 
and 2 humans in a Jeep Wrangler from California!).  The camp is for dogs and handlers to work together 
solving the puzzle of tracking.  The evening we arrived was a meet and greet, where we obtained nice 
goodie bags and found out which team we were on.  Camp Jigsaw divides the participants up into three 
groups (blue, yellow, and green).  We were in the green team, which consisted of Charlene Dunn (Lab - 
Shadow), Cherita Sherrill (Rat Terrier - Savannah), Carol Perry (Aussie - Bella), Catherine McHaffie 
(Golden - Gracie), and Judy Bruch (Portuguese - Iggy).    
 

There were lots of nice handlers and beautiful and intelligent dogs in the blue and yellow groups, as well, but we did 
not get to see them, except in the evenings and at lunch.  After everyone was checked in, we started camp by taking 
all the dogs out to play the Article game in the dimly lit park.  That was a treat. 
 
The 1st day each team worked on obstacles, starts, age turns and then played find it.  Obstacles consisted of a dirt/
gravel road crossing, and a ditch.  Starts were short tracks in *high* grass (the kind you loose a rat terrier in!), and 
turns were done at the fairgrounds with short grass and baited tracks.  Since our group was 1 member less than the other 2 groups there was 
an extra track a the end of the day that Charlie tore down, while the other handlers learned to read each other’s maps..  Some… Needed 
help… 

The 2nd day all teams gave a short VST track a shot.  For all of us new to VST tracks, our track was marked 
with cheap cat food stuffed into the leg of a pair of panty hose.  Savannah did not care if it was $20.00 cat food 
she was not playing the game.  Shadow’s track was marked with water.  He showed everyone how to track on 
a VST surface.  We then went on to a handling track and worked on X-tracks.  The rest of the day was for plot-
ting certifications tracks and then back to the Annex for critiques and videos of the last 2 days.  The last day 
was for TD Certifications.  Only 2 dogs were certified.  We then watched 2 teams run ½ TDX tracks and 2 
teams run ½ VST tracks.  Shadow ran the VST at high noon, 20 mph wind and found his article. 
 

The dogs at the camp were very diverse.  Attending were a Border Collie, a Borzoi, 2 Border Terriers, a Whippet, a Weimaraner, 3 Siberian 
Huskies, a Great Pyrenees, a Blue Mountain. Shepherd, a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog, 3 Golden Retrievers, an Ibizan Hound, 2 Portu-
guese Water Dogs, 2 Labs, 1 Australian Shepherd and 1 Rat Terrier.  We were divided into 3 groups so did not get to see all of the dogs 
work.  We did really enjoy watching the Australian Shepherd and the Ibizan Hound. 
 
This camp session, either as instructors or students, had 5 AKC Tracking Judges, Cathy Hawkins, Fran Smith, 
Linda Baschnagel, Carol Clark, and Charlene Dunn.  One of the things that was discussed was the AKC pro-
posal for a new “baby” VST.  This beginning V, or VT as it got named at camp, would be shorter in length 
than the current TD track.  It would have 2 articles (start/end) and the last article must be plastic or metal.  The 
track would be 1-2 hours old, with the same 3-5 turns as the current TD.  The AKC is not asking clubs to hold 
another test, rather, they see this as a substitute for the current TD test, where once the VT is passed, the handler can then enter the dog in 
TDX or VST test.  The AKC did NOT state that teams had to be certified to enter this new test.  With two members of the 2008 Tracking 
Advisory Committee at camp, they asked if the campers might be willing to try this new test, to provide the AKC with feedback.  The two 
chosen to run this track were AKC Tracking judge Carol Clark, with Bo, a Border Collie, and AKC Tracking judge Charlene Dunn, with 

Shadow, a Labrador Retriever.  After the tracks were run, the judges sat down to discuss how it was, what should be 
different and the overall opinion of the tracks.  Both handlers wholeheartedly agreed that the dogs needed an inter-
mediary article and that the end article should be leather. 
 
The group then adjourned to lunch, a group photo, and then all campers headed their separate ways, tracking them-
selves back to home!  The Texas group, headed west and stopped for the evening at a lake house on Grand Lake, 
just over the OK border.  Dogs and handlers tired, they sat out on the back covered porch, watching the lake, and the 
rain... The End! 

Written by Cherita Sherrill, augmented by Charlene Dunn 
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A Dog’s Purpose... 

TRACKS 

 
Article submitted by Okie member, Cindy Morrow.  Thank you, Cindy. 
 

A Dog’s Purpose 
 

Being a veterinarian, I had been called to examine a ten-year-old Irish Wolfhound named 
Belker.  The dog’s owners, Ron, his wife, Lisa and their little boy, Shane, were all very at-
tached to Belker, and they were hoping for a miracle. 
 
I examined Belker and found he was dying of cancer.  I told the family we couldn’t do any-
thing for Belker and offered to perform the euthanasia procedure for the dog in their home. 
As we made arrangements, Ron and Lisa told me they thought it would be good for six-year-
old Shane to observe the procedure.  They felt as though Shane might learn something from 
the experience. 
 
The next day, I felt the familiar catch in my throat as Belker’s family surrounded him.  

Shane seemed so calm, petting the old dog for the last time, that I wondered if he understood what was going on.  Within a few minutes, 
Belker slipped peacefully away. 
 
The little boy seemed to accept Belker’s transition without any difficulty or confusion.  We sat together for awhile after Belker’s death, 
wondering aloud about the sad fact that animal lives are shorter than human lives.  Shane, who had been listening quietly, piped up, “I  
know why.” 
Startled, we all turned to him.  What came out of his mouth next stunned me.  I’d never heard a more comforting explanation. 
 
He said, “People are born so that they can learn how to live a good life—like loving everybody all the time and being nice, right?”  The six-
year old continued, “Well dogs already know how to do that, so they don’t have to stay as long.” 
 
Live simply. 
Love generously. 
Care deeply. 
Speak kindly. 
 
 
*Remember, if a dog was the teacher you would learn: 
 
 When loved ones come home, always run to greet them. 
 Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride. 
 Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy. 
 Take naps. 
 Stretch before rising. 
 Run, romp and play daily 

 Thrive on attention and let people touch you. 
 Avoid biting when a simple growl will do. 
 On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass. 
 On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shade tree. 
 When you’re happy, dance around and wag your entire body. 
 Delight in the simple joy of a long walk. 
 Eat with gusto and enthusiasm .  Stop when you’ve had enough. 
 Be loyal.  Never pretend to be something you’re not. 
 If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it. 
 When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently. 
 Be always grateful for each new day. 

Coming Soon! 

Coming Soon to a newsletter near you!  3 new articles! 

1. Ask the Judge - Do you have a burning tracking question, you’d like to have answered?  If so, did you know that DFWTC 
currently has 4 AKC Tracking judges as members.  Send your question to summersgrand@yahoo.com, and let the panel of 
judges answer it. 

2. Member of the Quarter - Do you know every member of the club?  If not, this is the article for you.  At each meeting, we will 
draw a member’s name from the current roster.  Then in the next newsletter we will have an article featuring that member. 

3. Recipe of the Quarter - Do you have a favorite dog recipe?  Something your dogs would die for, well this is the article for 
you.  Send your favorite recipes to summersgrand@yahoo.com. 
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Charlene Dunn, Tracking Judge & Fall Instructor 

My name is Charlene Dunn.  I am an AKC tracking and rally judge; also a CGC evaluator.  I am a member of several obedi-
ence clubs and co-founder of DFW Tracking Club.  I currently have 3 Labs with TDs.  1 Lab with a CDX, 1 Lab with a RAE, 
one Lab with a CD, 1 Lab with a RE, 1 Lab with a RA, and 5 Labs with CGCs, 1 Lab with a TDI, 2 Labs with WTXX, and 1 
Lab cleared for SAR.  In case no one guessed, I own Labs.  Most of mine come from Rescue, so they have various issues.  I 
think that having a basis in obedience helps them to become better dogs.  I also think tracking gives them an avenue for “work” 
and Labs like to have “jobs”.  I have taught tracking for years; having worked with Goldens, Labs, Curly Coated Retrievers, 
Flat-Coated Retrievers, Basset Hounds, Border Collies, Belgian Turverens, German Shepherds, Giant & Mini Schnauzers, Por-
tuguese Water Dogs, Dobermans, Great Danes, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Rottweilers, Rat Terriers, Toy Fox Terriers, Heelers, 
Great Pyrenees, Vizslas, Cocker Spaniels, Poodles, West Highland Terriers, Bloodhounds, Pharaoh Hounds, and I’m sure more 
that I have left off.  I teach all levels of tracking, and have started some in Schutzhund. 

I got started in dogs when I was a sophomore in high school.  My dad wanted a hunting dog, so we got a Lab.  This Lab was almost human. He 
rode 4-wheelers, jumped off cliffs, rode jet skis, etc.  When I was in college, my family got another Lab.  Smokey and the Bandit were night 
and day.  Where Smokey was calm, Bandit was a mess.  Typical hunting dog, she was always “busy” and demanded attention.  So much so, 
when I came home from college, she followed me around.  Our house was built in the ‘70s so lighting was a premium and I often tripped over 
the black shadow that followed me.  That’s how my first dog got his name, I told Bandit I was naming my dog Shadow for the thousands of 
times I tripped over her, and so it was…  Shadow was born on May 8th 1997 and we became a team in July of that year.  Once we started we 
never looked back, we have done obedience, agility, wet dog, tracking, and rally.  The only thing we didn’t do, and not for lack of trying, was 
hunting.  Heaven forbid we put that dead thing in our mouth! 

So that was the beginning.  Now for the present:  Shadow has a TD, CDX, RAE, WTXX, and is TDI certified.  We have tried unsuccessfully 
for TDX, but we will make it!  The Bandit eventually came to live with me and at a bright young age of 11.5 yrs earned her TD.  It was her last 
title.  In her life she also earned CD, RE, and WTXX.  Charlie (rescue), who is 8yrs this Dec, is the wild child, and very anxious.  His issues 
keep him from working regular obedience, but he does have his TD, RA titles, and has tested out for SAR.  Morgan, who is 13ish (rescue) has 
his CGC and works tracking, but his hips are dysplastic and he cannot walk in the fields well if the surface is uneven.  Lani is a 14ish (rescue) 
and she loves to swim and chase balls.  She has her CGC, but due to buckshot in her joints cannot walk without a limp, so the AKC will not 
allow her to compete (although she would love to!).  Then there is the current rescue, she is a 4yr BC/Basset mix named Maddie.  She lives to 
torment Charlie and nothing else. 

Tracking Classes 
DFWTC is actively accepting applications for Winter tracking classes.  Please reserve your place now, if you 

plan on enrolling in the Winter classes.  Forms are available on the DFWTC web site:   
www.dfwtc.org 

DFW Tracking Club was founded in the summer of 2005 by members of the tracking 

community who wished to offer tests, teach classes, and serve the tracking needs in 

the DFW area.   

The mission of the DFW Tracking Club is to provide a need to the tracking commu-

nity for tracking tests, tracking classes, and tracking education. 

DFW Tracking Club has instructors who can service all levels of tracking from the 

novice to the advanced tracker.  Our classes are structured to teach dogs and their 

humans to track for an AKC tracking test. 

DFW Tracking Club is an AKC recognized club, and a 501( c ) tax exempt organiza-

tion. 

For more information about the DFW Tracking Club, check out our yahoo 

group at dfwtrackers@yahoogroups.com or email the club secretary at 

info@dfwtc.org 

DFW Tracking Club  
C/O Cindy Morrow 

P.O. Box 591 
Marlow, OK  73055 

info@dfwtc.org 

E-mail: dfwtrackers@yahoogroups.com 
 

Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dfwtrackers/ 
 

Website: http://www.dfwtc.org 

We are on the Web! 

http://www.dfwtc.org 


